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at conclusions concerning the nature  of world order and
unity.
In the past, expansion, with or without the assistance of
armed force, was the normal procedure followed in attempts
to correct the disharmonious patterns of men and things. The
twentieth century has already seen experiments directed
towards finding a new way of bringing about harmony in the
world. They are based on the replacement of unilateral terri-
torial expansion by universal co-operation, but, it may be
pointed out, harmony cannot be established between unknown
quantities. As Professor Taylor urged at the Dundee meeting
of the British Association for the Advancement of Science,
"The precise assessment of the geographies of the United
States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics becomes as
important as the precise understanding of their ideologies."1
Her argument is all the more cogent because the two States
named are indubitably the most influential Powers in the world,
but knowledge of the geographical basis of the structure of all
States also ranks among the essential prerequisites to the
building of a new order.
These claims for more and more geographical knowledge
rest on the following considerations. All States represent the
organized attempts of their peoples to adapt their manifold
activities to the physical conditions of their environments.
Of the latter, there is a great variety, and similar types do not
necessarily evoke like responses, nor do the relationships between
physical milieu and its inhabitants remain static; they change
from time to time. In consequence, the earth's surface is
occupied by a wide assortment of societies, each with its own
characteristics and interests, but quite apart from any rigid
theories of geographical determinism or of mere possibilism,
there is a close relationship between each society and its
territory. For reasons which have been explained in previous
pages, all the habitable parts of the globe are now incorporated
in States, all in contact with each other, sometimes by direct
contiguity, sometimes by intermingling of interests.
In a very real sense, therefore, there is a world society, but
1 Reported in The Times of August agth, 1947.